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KITCHEN BLISS CAN BE YOURS WITH 
CLEVER JOINERY DETAILS THAT ARE BOTH 

BEAUTIFUL AND HIGHLY FUNCTIONAL 

Words JESSICA BELLEF

SMART & 
SEAMLESS

KITCHENS:

Designing a kitchen involves a delicate balance of practicality 
and aesthetics, and choosing the right joinery is essential  
to achieving your dream kitchen. The built-in elements in  

a kitchen can maximise functionality and create a visually appealing 
space that makes your heart sing. “By customising your kitchen with 
joinery, you ultimately end up with a personalised, bespoke space that 
suits your day-to-day living requirements,” offers interior designer 
Alexandra Mason of Studio AEM. Talia Levine, one half of interior 
design studio Smith + Levine, agrees. “As kitchens are so integral to how 
we live and are such heavily utilised spaces, they should be designed  
as a living space, not just a functional space,” she says. Our insights 
into joinery will help you get the most from the heart of your home.

UNIQUELY YOURS  
The ubiquitous white kitchen has been overshadowed by unique spaces 
that embrace individual preferences and lifestyles. “Materiality and 
detailing is a really strong theme in kitchens at the moment. We are 
seeing a lot more dynamic stone being used, as well as interesting 
colour,” says Alexandra. Unexpected hues and open shelves (opposite) 
displaying treasured collections – such as cookbooks or ceramics – 
allow the homeowner’s personality to shine through. Joinery designed 
to look like furniture adds to the character of a home. As Louise Smith, 
the other half of Smith + Levine, explains: “A kitchen island that looks 
like a bespoke furniture piece assists in integrating the kitchen with  
the adjacent furnished living spaces, providing a holistic design.” >

F I N E  F I N I S H 
BOTH PRETTY AND 
PRACTICAL ,  A MARBLE 
SHELF RUNS ALONG  
A SPLASHBACK MADE 
OF THE SAME STONE 
AND PROVIDES A SPOT 
TO STORE EYE-CATCHING 
K ITCHENWARE,  G IV ING 
THIS  COOKING ZONE  
BY LAURA BUTLER-
MADDEN A SEAMLESS , 
CONSIDERED LOOK. 
“NATURAL STONE IS  
A POPULAR CHOICE  
FOR JOINERY;  NO TWO 
SLABS ARE THE SAME, 
AND EVERYONE WANTS 
A UNIQUE K ITCHEN,” 
SAYS ALEXANDRA OF 
STUDIO AEM.

S T E P U P 
A L IBRARY LADDER 
ALLOWS EASY ACCESS 
TO HIGHER SHELVES  
IN  THIS  ‘TRADIT IONAL 
WITH A TWIST ’  K ITCHEN 
BY MCCLARK JOINERY. 
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CLEVER CONCEALMENT
Integrated and concealed appliances give kitchens a much less-
cluttered feel. Alexandra notes a trend towards appliance cupboards 
hidden behind pocket doors – the perfect spot for a coffee station or 
breakfast bar – and Talia reports an increase in custom range hoods.  
The level of integration depends on the desired overall look and feel. 
“Full integration of appliances often suits a contemporary aesthetic,” 
explains Alexandra. “Whereas traditional kitchens often suit exposed 
fixtures and fittings.” Unsightly electrical outlets can be tucked away  
in cupboards, drawers or under benches. “Unless, of course, they come 
in a beautiful brass or copper plate, or one of the stunning flush fixtures 
from Zetr,” shares Alexandra.

SPACE BOOSTER
With the right combination of cabinets and drawers, every nook and 
niche can be utilised. “It’s very important to understand how clients live 
in order to design a tailored product that suits the end user,” Alexandra 
offers. Cabinetry that stretches to the ceiling maximises the storage 
potential, while drawers positioned beneath the bench and in the island 
ensure everything is visible and easily accessible. Keen cooks will 
appreciate conveniently positioned pull-out cutting boards, drawer 
dividers for storing baking trays and tiered racks for spices and oils.  
As for the tricky corner cupboards that are often underutilised, their 
functionality can be increased with internal hardware. “Carousels are  
a great option, as is the Magic Corner range,” Alexandra suggests. 

BA R  N O N E 
A SPL IT-LEVEL  
ISLAND PROVIDES 
D INING-TABLE  
HEIGHT SEATING, 
H IGHLIGHTED WITH  
A CONTRASTING 
BLACK BENCHTOP.  >

P E R F EC T F I T  
MEASURE YOUR 
APPLIANCES BEFORE 
YOUR JOINERY IS 
DESIGNED TO ENSURE 
THE DEPTH AND 
HEIGHT OF SHELVES 
ACCOMMODATE 
EVERYTHING.

“THE FINISHES AND 
MATERIALS USED IN 
KITCHENS SHOULD 
BE FUNCTIONAL, 
SERVICEABLE AND 

BEAUTIFUL”  
~ TALIA LEVINE, INTERIOR DESIGNER

S H E L F C H EC K 
BREAK UP A BANK  
OF CUPBOARDS AND 
ADD V ISUAL INTEREST 
WITH OPEN SHELVES 
THAT CREATE AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
DISPLAY PLANTS , 
BOOKS AND DECOR.
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DOUBLE DUTY 
No longer just a spot to cook or pour a wine, kitchens are expected to 
operate as multipurpose hubs. “Many clients ask for integrated desk 
nooks [above] and extra storage, but with everything concealed behind 
doors,” Louise explains. “Breakfast nooks or banquettes for informal 
meals [right], and as secondary spaces for reading or even working, are 
also popular considerations that extend the area’s functionality.” The 
needs of our furry friends are also being met with stylish, space-saving 
solutions, such as built-in pet beds and pull-out feeding stations.

ARTFUL DETAILS 
Like a piece of beautiful jewellery completing an outfit, door details  
can elevate the overall design. “Bespoke-joinery pulls and decorative 
hardware is a great way to enhance joinery and give it a furniture-like 
look,” shares Talia. For a sleek, modern finish, handleless styles and 
touch-to-open mechanisms are the way to go. “It reduces the visual 
clutter, especially when there are several doors and drawers and the 
hardware is difficult to align,” Louise adds. Cupboard doors with clear 
glass panels allow you to show off beautiful crockery, while fluted glass 
and metallic mesh inserts (above) add interesting texture. 

B E H I N D  T H E  S C E N E S 
CUSTOM CABINETRY 
CAN HIDE MASSES OF 
STORAGE AND LARGE 
APPLIANCES ,  SUCH  
AS  FRIDGES ,  G IV ING  
A K ITCHEN A CALM, 
DECLUTTERED LOOK. 
AND DON’T FORGET 
DRAWERS –  THEY 
PROVIDE EASY-TO-
ACCESS STORAGE, 
AVOIDING CLUTTER.

T H E  B E N C H M A R K  
IN  THIS  SYDNEY 
ABODE,  HOMEOWNER 
BELINDA (P ICTURED) 
ADDED EXTRA PREP 
SPACE TO HER 3 .2-
METRE ISLAND WITH 
AN OAK BUTCHER’S 
BLOCK CRAFTED BY 
JOHN GALLAGHER OF 
P IECE FURNITURE.

WO R K  F LOW  
CARRY THE SAME 
F INISHES AND F IXTURE 
STYLES THROUGHOUT 
THE K ITCHEN AND 
ADJACENT SPACES TO 
ENSURE YOU CREATE  
A COHESIVE AND 
HARMONIOUS LOOK. 

“OAK IS ALWAYS 
POPULAR AS IT 

COORDINATES WITH 
MANY COLOURS 

AND FINISHES. ITS 
NATURAL GRAIN 

ADDS TEXTURE AND 
A LEVEL OF QUALITY 
TO THE KITCHEN” 

~ TALIA LEVINE, INTERIOR DESIGNER
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